


“This is the stuff that dreams are made of . .

The year we graduated from Wilkes College was a furious year — Vietnam, assassina­
tions, street riots, campus protests, and on Broadway, tribal love-rock musicals. It was
a year that marked the end of one time and the beginning of another.

We gave our farewell performances as students at Wilkes in a production of Lorraine
Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun, a play about “dreams deferred.” It was a fitting finale
because Al Groh had nourished us on dreams. When, as freshmen, we moved our stage
from a garage called Chase Theater to the Center for the Performing Arts, it was “the
fruition of a dream.”

Camelot, The Death of Bessie Smith, The Madwoman of Chaillot, and Othello, our seasons
of shows, were all about dreams. They revealed a poetic vision.

He taught us to “make belief.” He said the actor’s craft was like “placing dewdrops
on spiderwebs.” He listened as we “strutted and fretted our hour upon the stage” because
he believed that “heard melodies were sweet but unheard melodies were sweeter.” We
could be transformed.

He taught an approach to theater and an approach to life. He demanded integrity, loyal­
ty and discipline. He wrote “we could not wait in silence until freedom came.” He gave
us a vision and a dramatic imagination. Dreams might be deferred, but not destroyed.
They live on, we remember them, and they give us hope.

On behalf of the College, our fellow alumni, and his friends, we are grateful to Alfred
S. Groh for placing in our souls some “images of magnificence.”

Elizabeth Slaughter *68

David Frey ‘68

An Afternoon with Al Groh

In recognition of his service to Wilkes College
and the

Wyoming Valley Community

Dorothy Dickson Darte Center for the Performing Arts
Wilkes College Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania

Sunday October 25, 1987

1:30 p.m.
Buffet Luncheon

2:15 p.m.
Welcome - Joseph Salsburg

A Tribute to Al Groh from the College, Alumni,
and the Community

3:00 p.m.
Wilkes College Jazz Band
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